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The Crusader Carpenters and Their Role in Siege Warfare
during the Crusades (1097- 1153 AD)
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Abstract

This study examines the role of carpenters during the Crusades,
particularly in siege operations. Carpentry was one of the most essential
crafts of the period, as carpenters actively participated in military campaigns
and played a crucial role in constructing various siege engines, such as
mobile wooden towers, assault ladders, and other city-breaching devices.
These ladders and wooden towers were not merely technical instruments
but decisive tools that enabled the Crusaders to capture strategic cities.

The Crusaders brought to the Holy Land a contingent of carpenters
who became part of the emerging middle class in the Crusader society of
the Levant, alongside other artisans who fulfilled the pressing and essential
needs of the Crusader communities. The study highlights the importance of
carpenters in Crusader military strategy, noting that contemporary military
texts emphasized their indispensable presence within the armies. Carpenters
also constituted a vital element of the internal front that supported the
Crusader presence. The study demonstrates that the wooden towers and
siege engines constructed by carpenters were among the key factors in
breaching Islamic fortifications. Furthermore, the success of these
carpenters depended on the availability of raw materials and essential tools,
such as timber, nails, and ropes.

Keywords: Crusader carpenters — wooden towers — military artisans —
carpentry tools — Crusader siege
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